
 

January 2018 

Dear Comrades: 

I Hope all had a very Merry Christmas and I hope all have a prosperous New Year. 

With that all being said, membership is topic of discussion again. We have enclosed a list of 
posts in this General Orders who only need 10 or less members to meet 100%. I would really 
like for us to make 100% +. Let’s show VFW National that we are Sooner strong! Also, to date I 
do not have even one contender for the Henry rifles! I would also ask everyone attending the 
Mid-Winter and State Convention to stay at the Towers Hotel. The meeting hall will cost the 
state a large amount if we don’t make our room fill quota. Please consider this, and at $74.00 a 
night + breakfast for two it is better than what we paid for during Fall-Fest. When making your 
reservations please inform them you are attending the VFW Mid-Winter Conference. Let them 
know if you need special provisions (i.e.; refrigerator handicap accessible room). 

· REMINDER: We need the Public Servant Award applications to state headquarters by Jan. 15th, 
so we can get our winners into National by the Jan 31st. 

· POST COMMANDERS: I would like to award 20-25 Post with the “All-State” award at our 
annual convention. It is easy to do! 

· Speaking of our Annual convention; Let’s get the paperwork out for our state convention book 
ads. This also can make meals cheaper and you or the post a little money. 

· A little “FYI”; did you know the Military Service Flags, insignias, etc., should be displayed in the 
following order? Left to Right as you face the flags should be: Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force and Coast Guard. 

· Let’s make this last six months go even faster and reach our goals at all levels. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Mason 

 
Robert Mason, State Commander 
Department of Oklahoma 

 
 

 PHONE 405-525-2680 
FAX 405-521-9352 

              TOLL FREE 1-888-817-4077 
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Special Notices 

STATE HEADQUARTERS:   
We will endeavor to provide the State of Oklahoma with great service while adhering to a 
standard of excellence.  The electronic version of the General Orders, program book, roster, 
etc. are available, so please send an email to State Headquarters if you would like to receive 
any or all of them.  If you already receive them, you will remain on the distribution list.  
vfwhqoklahoma@outlook.com 
 

NOTICE: 
Eufaula Post 8798 will go to one meeting a month until April 2018.  1st Tuesday at 7 pm. 

 
BUDDY POPPY: 
If you are having a poppy drive or membership drive you will want to use your poppies and 
boards.  Send your completed order form and a check with the amount due to:  VFW State 
Headquarters, 1103 N Blackwelder Ave., OKC, OK  73106.  You may pick your poppies up at the 
State Headquarters after confirmation of availability.  Or we will mail them.  To be eligible for 
All State Post you must purchase 3 poppies per member based on your 2017 membership.  Did 
you know if your auxiliary purchases poppies, that number does count toward your 3 per post 
member.  Also, the poppy boards are 6 poppies each and counts towards that number also. 
 

MID WINTER CONFERENCE: 
The Mid-Winter Conference has been moved to the Tower Hotel Oklahoma City.  The address is 
3233 Northwest Expressway.  If you would like to check the hotel out, the website is, 
www.towerhoteloklahomacity.com.  The dates are February 16-18, 2018.  This hotel is service 
animal friendly only.  More information about training and the agenda will be later.  The 
National Representative will be PCIC Jim Nier. 
 

***NOTICE*****ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION****PLEASE NOTICE THE DATE, 
****LAST MONTH PUBLISHED WRONG DATE**** 

The State Convention dates are:  June 7-10, 2018 for those of you that need to plan around 
your work.  It also will be held at the Tower Hotel Oklahoma City. 
 

 

 Department of Oklahoma 

 Veterans of Foreign Wars 
 

Oklahoma City, OK  73105 

405-525-2680 
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MEMBERSHIP: 
Members are reminded that their annual membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars is now 
subscription based and expires on their anniversary date. All officers are encouraged to make 
every effort to renew the membership of each and every continuous member prior to their 
expiration. Reports showing members 30, 60, and 90 days from expiration can be obtained by 
the Post Quartermaster through the Online Membership System (OMS).  
 
Section 220 of the National By-Laws, “Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers or Committee 
Members” states, "Any elective Post officer removed by the Department Commander, by 
reason of failure to pay current dues or by vote of the Post under the provisions of this section, 
shall not be eligible to serve in any Post office in the same administrative year in which the 
officer is removed."  
 

COMMANDERS: 
On all levels are reminded that according to Section 105 of the National By-Laws, a member 
whose dues are unpaid after their anniversary date ceases to be a member in good standing 
and loses all rights of membership in the Veterans of Foreign Wars. They shall not attend 
meetings or conventions and shall not participate in Post, County Council, District, Department 
or National functions.  
 

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER: 
Recent changes to the VFW National By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual establish that 
Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 11th Edition shall be the parliamentary authority on 
procedural matters not 3 governed by VFW By-Laws and Manual of Procedure. This edition of 
Robert’s Rules of Order is readily available at the State Headquarters, local book stores and 
online retailers such as Barnes & Noble and Amazon. 
 

ATTENTION OF POST COMMANDERS: 
As directed to the Commander-in-Chief’s decision in response to questions raised concerning 
alcoholic beverages in the Post meeting room during the Post meeting as set forth below: It is 
held to be objectionable and contrary to accepted rules of order and proper decorum implicit in 
the ritual of the Veterans of Foreign Wars to permit alcoholic beverages in the Post meeting 
room during the Post meeting. Accordingly, the presence, dispensation, and/or consumption of 
alcoholic beverages in VFW meeting rooms during VFW meetings is unacceptable and is 
prohibited. Any such practice known to exist shall be terminated. It is the intent of the 
Commander-in-Chief’s decision, regarding this response, to include Post, County Council, 
District and Department meetings, whereas it is held to be objectionable. Please refer to 
section 1001 (25) of the National Manual of Procedure.  
 

POST/VFW AUXILIARY COMMUNITY SUPPORT GRANT:  
The VFW Foundation “Post/VFW Auxiliary Community Support Grant” continues to accept 
applications during the FY2017 grant cycle. To date, this grant has distributed nearly $150,000 



to VFW Posts and Auxiliaries during the grant cycle. The “Post/VFW Auxiliary Community 
Support Grant” has distributed grants to 99 Posts and 50 Auxiliaries to help assist with projects 
supporting local nonprofits, performing important community outreach or enhancements to 
Post buildings for this purpose. Eligible Posts and Auxiliaries received up to $1,000 each for 
their projects. The VFW Foundation will accept applications until all funding is awarded during 
this grant cycle, which ends August 31, 2018. If you have questions about Foundation grants, 
contact Jason Couch, VFW Foundation Grants Coordinator at (816) 968-1174 or email 
jcouch@vfw.org.  
 

THE HOME DEPOT FOUNDATION COMMUNITY IMPACT GRANT CLOSED FOR 
2017: The Home Depot (HD) Foundation Community Impact Grant is closed for the remainder 

of 2017. The HD Foundation will begin accepting applications for 2018 on February 1. Eligible 
VFW Posts may receive up to $5,000 to fix up their buildings; however, of course, there is no 
guarantee of funding. To help you complete the 2018 application, the VFW Foundation will 
provide an updated step-by-step how to-apply guide prepared for your usage. Keep an eye out 
for updates on The Home Depot (HD) Foundation Community Impact Grant in upcoming issues 
of the Headquarters Bulletin. Thank You! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
CONVENTION BOOK ADS-MAKE SOME MONEY! 
In years past we had a company procure ads for our convention book which offset the cost.  
That company sold out so we are on our own once again.  The State Headquarters is heading 
this challenge.  As approved by the Council February 2015:  All ads sold by a member will net 
20% to that member and 20% to their respective post.  Candidate ads are not subject to the 
percentage pay out.  All monies must be collected for the full price and sent to hq.  In May, the 
state will make the disbursements to individuals and post.  This is great fund raising opportunity 
for a post.  If a post wants to insert an ad to show their support they may submit 60% of the ad 
cost as there will be no revenue share.  Contact State Headquarters for more information at 
405-525-2680, vfwhqok@outlook.com or vfwhqoklahoma@outlook.com.  The advertising letter 
and pricing list is included in this newsletter for your use to sell the ads. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
January 
  1 -New Year’s Day 
 15 -Martin Luther King Day 
February 
 02 -Ground Hog Day 
 12 -Lincoln’s Birthday 
 14 -Valentine’s Day 
 16-18   -Mid Year Conference             Tower Hotel OKC, OKC, OK 
 19 -Presidents Day 
March 
 11 -Daylight Saving 
 17 -St Patrick’s Day 
 30 -Good Friday  
      
DISTRICT MEETINGS 2017-2018 
District 1 02/03  11:00 am Salina 5307              
District 3 02/11  11:00 am Heavener 8403                         
District 4 02/03  11:00 am Coalgate 1198           
District 5 02/04  10:00 am Claremore 2976   
District 7 02/03  11:00 am Muskogee 474  
District 8 01/27  11:00 am Stillwater 2027  Darryl Mabry, Jr Vice Cmdr. 
District 9 02/10  10:00 am          Edmond 4938  
District 10 01/20  10:00 am Shawnee 1317  Bob Mason, State Cmdr.         
District 13 01/27   09:30 am          El Reno 382  Bob Mason, State Cmdr. 
District 14 02/04   1:00 pm Ardmore 4574  
District 15 02/10  11:00 am          Lawton 1193 

 
OFFICIAL       BY ORDER OF: 

 

Curt Watts       Robert Mason 

 

Curt Watts, Adjutant/QM                          Robert Mason, State Commander 
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 Greetings, 
 
   As the Oklahoma VFW heads to our 97th Annual State Convention in June 2018, we ask for 
your support by advertising in our annual convention book.  Our convention book is distributed 
to over 100 posts state wide and there are over 20,000 members, so in addition to supporting 
Oklahoma’s leading combat veterans’ organization, you will benefit from state-wide 
advertising.  In the past advertising requests were accomplished by the publisher of the book.  
We now take a direct approach resulting in rates that are exceptionally reasonable. We do 
appreciate your business.  
 
   The program book will be a commemorative keepsake for our members and an excellent 
resource for you to promote your business to our members and their families, who come from 
all over our great state of Oklahoma. Thank you in advance for your support and generosity!  If 
you have any questions please feel free to call Liz Hellams, Program Manager, at (405) 525-
2680. Please complete the following page, with your payment. 
 
 

CONVENTION BOOK ADVERTISEMENT PRICES 
 

    FULL PAGE COLOR                                                                     $295.00 

FULL PAGE BLACK & WHITE $175.00  

HALF PAGE BLACK & WHITE   $95.00  

QUARTER PAGE BLACK & WHITE   $50.00  

25x4 LINE BLACK & WHITE   $25.00 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CONVENTION SPONSORSHIP        $1000.00 
   Includes banner, full page color, 1-year website, and table at convention to promote your 
business. 
 

WEBSITE ONLY 
$25.00 A MONTH                              $200.00 A YEAR 
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Please forward all ad material via email to vfwhqoklahoma@outlook.com or mail to: 
 
VFW Department of Oklahoma 
1103 N Blackwelder Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK  73106 
 
The deadline for advertising material is May 1, 2018. 
 
Check should be made payable to VFW Dept. of Oklahoma (Tax ID 73-0496245)  
  
Company Name: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip Code: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone:  ___________________________ Email: ___________________________________ 

   

Contact Name (Print):  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment by Credit Card (Please circle one) VISA                MASTERCARD          AMEX 

Name on Credit Card:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card Number:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Expiration Date:  __________ Security Code: _______ Charge Amount: ____________________ 
 
Credit Card Billing ZIP Code: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________________________________ 
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State of Oklahoma Veterans of Foreign Wars 

Mid-Winter Conference Agenda 
February 16-18, 2018 

Tower Hotel Oklahoma City 

   

  

Friday, February 16, 2018 

 

TBD              Training sessions: (Veterans Service Center) 

7:00 pm to 8:00 pm           Town Hall Open Forum*-Invited guest  

8:00 pm                             National Representative Reception-In lobby of hotel 

  

 *Town Hall is an open forum for ideas and suggestions and general questions.  It 

is informal but will be held with the spirit of VFW decorum. 

  

 Saturday, February 17, 2018 

  

7:00 am                              Buddy Poppy Display Setup  

8:00 am                              Buddy Poppy Judging (VFW meeting room) 

8:30 am 10:00 am              VFW & Auxiliary Joint Session (VFW Room) 

10:00 am to 12:00 pm        VFW Council of Administration Business meeting 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm         Past State Commander Luncheon-menu to be announced 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm         Lunch  

1:00 pm to 3:30 pm           Resume Business meeting 

3:30 pm to 5:00 pm           Theme Trays 

6:30 pm    Banquet  

  

Sunday, February 18, 2018 
  

9:00 am to 9:30 am           Chapel Service 

9:30 am                             MOC 

  

  

  

Subject to change 

  

  

                                                                                        
 
 

 



VFW MEMBERSHIP FOCUS – DECEMBER 6, 2017 
 

Good afternoon Comrades, 
 
In our last Membership Focus we mentioned the availability of branch-of-service ball 
caps as a possible incentive for recruiting events.  Due to some confusion about the 
program, today we’re going to explain in detail how this incentive will work. 
 
The VFW Membership Department can provide branch-of- service baseball-style caps 
(Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard) to assist with recruiting events in your 
state.  The intent is that these can be given out to new members recruited at the event 
as an incentive to join the VFW.  These are not intended to be free giveaways to 
existing members or to replace any item currently available through the VFW Store – 
this is a recruiting incentive program and will only be used as such. 
 
These need to be requested from the Department level.  The reason for this is so that 
know that this is an organized and approved recruiting event that is being held.  When 
the Department Quartermaster or Adjutant sends us a request for caps, we will need to 
know: 
 
1.  What the event is and when/where it is being held.  If there will be multiple events in 
a short period of time, we will need all the dates. 
 
2.  Who will be the point-of-contact for the event.  This is who the caps will be mailed 
out to and who will be responsible for returning unused caps. 
 
3.  How many of each branch will be needed.  This is where we need to encourage you 
to be realistic.  Consider the cost of shipping and returning unused material.   
 
Once the caps are mailed out, we will expect a few things within one week of the 
recruiting event. 
 
1.  A complete After-Action Report of the event, to include a by-name list of all new 
members recruited and that were given caps. 
 
2.  All unused caps will need to be returned to the National Headquarters.  Any caps 
unaccounted for on the After-Action Report must be purchased at a cost of $20 per cap.  
Inventory control is very important to this project. 
 
As always, if you need assistance – materials, training, instruction – contact you chain 
of command and we will make sure you have the tools for success.  Only through 
dedicated effort are we going to stall this decline and begin the path to growing 
membership and a stronger organization.  We need each and every one of us to make it 
happen.   
 
Matt Nute, VFW Membership Department  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


